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by Lissah & Lainey
On Friday, Sep-

tember 12th, six of our 
country’s veterans came 
to Avonworth Middle 
school to teach the 8th 
grade the proper way 
to conduct a flag retire-
ment ceremony. Those 
that came were: Brian 
Allen (Marine), Bru-
no Fontanesi (Navy), 
Paul Kubas (Army, Air 
Corps), Shannon Crow-
ley (Air Force), Joseph 
Cevarr (Air Force), and 
John Normile (Army). 
All are members of 
South Hills Veterans 
Honor Guard.

Paul Kubas told the 
students that the Veterans 
could choose the type of service 
they would prefer before they died, 
as the service branch they would like 
to be represented by in their funeral. 
Paul said a few words from his 
experience in the Vietnam War. He 
said “The troops that were returning 
home from the war and were told 
not to wear their uniforms home 
or in public places for the Ameri-
can people would call them names 
like baby killers and/or spit on the 
soldiers.” He also told us about the 
oath that all American soldiers said 

and say before they enter the army: 
“I do solemnly swear that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; 
and that I will obey the orders of the 
President of the United States and the 
orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to regulations and the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. So 
help me God.”

Bruno Fontanesi later told us 
that he was in a group in the US Navy 
that patrolled the rivers during the 

time of the Vietnam war.
Shannon Crow-

ley places all honor 
guard members to vari-
ous posts, rifle volley 
squads, guarding colors, 
taps players, flag and 
color holders.  She is 
responsible for giving 
all the commands to the 
firing squad. Shannon, 
a Veteran of the US Air 
Force Lieutenant Colo-
nel., is also the leader of 
the South Hills Veterans 
Honor Guard. This year 
they are arranging 30 
funerals a month.

After hearing about 
the experiences of the Vet-
erans, the eighth graders 
were afforded the oppor-

tunity of folding an American flag 
the proper way  and to watch a flag 
retirement by burning the flag. The 
final part of the service had the 
eighth grade salute the flag while the 
Veterans played Taps on the bulge. 

This was a memorable expe-
rience for the eighth graders each 
year.  A big thank you goes out to 
the Veteran’s for giving up their time 
and sharing their experiences year in 
and out with our Avonworth eighth 
graders.

The veterans explain how to fold the flag so it may be presented to the 
next of kin at a funeral. Avonworth  students learned how to fold the 
flag.
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by Natalya Kyler
Have you ever wanted to make a 

shocking mansion for Frankenstein? Or 
an absolutely filthy hut for the wolfman? 
Well now you can! All you need is a 
pencil, some construction paper, and a 
fantastic idea. An upcoming project in 
English is coming a week before Hal-
loween.  It may be graded, but it is ex-
tremely fun. In this exciting new project, 
you  expand your vocabulary, and get 
into the Halloween spirit! So grab your 
pencils, your papers, and some colorful 
markers! Hurry! All the monsters are 
waiting with their suitcases and all their 
money to buy a spooktacular  house 
from you!

E n g l i s h  S e v e n 
Halloween Spirit

A M S  T H E  H E R D  F U N N I E S

By: Alexie Auth
 Imagine waking up and the 

first thing you see is a shimmering 
lake with a beautiful sunset on the  
horizon. You hear a distant roar 
growing louder and louder until 
you realize it is just a fishing boat 
passing by. A  whiff of fresh pine 
needles enters your nose as you take 
your first step outside. Do you know 
where you are? Well of course, you 

are in amazing Canada. Canada has 
many adventurous things to do, but 
the one thing it is mostly known for, 
other than the Niagara Falls, is its 
fishing. While I was on vacation I felt 
like all I did was fish. There are lots 
different types of fish in Canada. You 
can catch bass, pike, walleye, catfish, 
and so many more. Also while I was 
in Canada I would paddle board or 
kayak. I would fish off of my paddle 

board or take it to an island and have 
lunch. I loved paddle boarding and 
kayaking in Canada for all sorts of 
reasons, but my favorite reason is to 
look at the view. The view is breath-
ing taking in Canada. From the clear 
blue sky of the day to the bright 
speckled stars at night. Nothing can 
beat the view of Canada. I think ev-
eryone in the world should at least 
once go to the wonderful Canada.

Veterans teach AMS Eighth Graders how to fold the American Flag. More photos from 
this event can be seen on the student newspaper website, www.AMSTheHerd.info.

Check out 
the website 

for more 
cartoons 
by The 

Herd Staff! 

M y  S u m m e r  V a c a t i o n :  A l e x i e  A u t h
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by: Brooke Joncour
It’s fall and do you know what every-
one loves in fall? Apples!!! Especial-
ly baked cinnamon apples! 
Ingredients:

4 apples, cinnamon
brown sugar, white sugar, &
vanilla ice cream

First, Peel the 4 apples and take 
the core out. Sprinkle the cinnamon all 
over them, repeat this step with brown 
sugar and white sugar. Put the 4 spiced 
up apples into a glass pan that will fit 
all 4. (If you are making more than 4 
apples find a pan that will fit however 
many you are making.) Put the apples 
in the oven at 375 degrees F. until they 
are soft and fully baked. Take out of 
oven and place in a bowl. Take a scoop 
of vanilla ice cream and place in each 
bowl of apples.     

Snack Attack!  
B a k e d  C i n n a -
m o n  A p p l e sCalling all ghouls, ghosts, 

witches, pumpkins, were-
wolves,  vampires,  and 

anything Halloweenish.  Come to 
the Avonworth Halloween social 
it will be terrifying! And what I 
mean by terrifying it will be ter-
rifyingly fun filled with ghoul-
ish treats, spine tingling music, 
and the most fun will tickle your 
funny bone.  The best part is you 
can get away from your parents 

Halloween social  this week!
by: Rachel Schaffner

Have you noticed any new 
faces this year in the hallways? 
Well, other than all of the new 
students this year, we have a new 
teacher, Miss Boyd, the seventh 
grade reading teacher. Even though 
she is a new to Avonworth she is 
not new to the area.

Ms. Boyd is from South Park, 
PA. She went to Grove City College 
to study English and later went to 
the University of Pittsburgh for her 
masters in teaching. At Grove City 
she wrote for the newspaper. Also 
while at Grove City College she 
went on a  trip to Romania. This is 
when she decided she wanted to be 
a teacher. After that it was all full 
speed ahead. 

She moved from her home, 
South Park, PA to Edenton, NC. 

She taught eighth grade Language 
Arts at Chowan Middle School 
for three years. Then last year 
she moved back home to work at 
Canonsburg Middle School as a 
long term sub and now she’s here 
with us. 

One thing Miss Boyd does a 
lot of is travel. She has traveled to 
India, Romania, Dominican Re-
public, Jamaica, and all across the 
country. Some fun facts about Miss 
Boyd is that she loves to kayak. She 
also has a sister that is ten years 
younger than her. Her favorite 
food is sushi and ice cream flavor 
is mint chocolate chip. The Sound 
of Music is her favorite movie and 
her most beloved classical book is 
Jane Eyre and contemporary book 
is The Book Thief. 

Another fun fact about Miss 
Boyd is that she did chorus from 
kindergarten to college. She also 
played clarinet for eight years, so 
make sure that the next time you 
see Ms. Boyd you say hello to show 
her our Avonworth ways.

W e l c o m e  t o  A v o n w o r t h ,  M s .  B o y d ! 

for one night and hang out with 
your friends.   With all the candy 
and partying you will have a blast.  
The social is October 10th and it 
starts at 7:00pm.  Make sure you 
dress up as your favorite monster 
or something fun.  Just make sure 
it fits in with the school dress code 
and rules like no weapons or any-
thing really bad with blood or bad 
language.  AND REMEMBER TO 
HAVE FUN!

By: Alexie Auth

Ms. Boyd is a new teacher in the seventh 
grade at AMS. 
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Boost someone’s 
spirits

by: Anonymous Writer
 Have you ever felt down and 

someone lifted you up? Do you re-
member how good that felt whether 
you encouraged someone else or 
you were encouraged? You know 
you are special in every way. Right 
there I just lifted you up. Easy. I 
challenge all of Avonworth to, once 
a day, boost someone’s spirits every-
day this year. Imagine, if everyone 
did that how good everyone felt 
going to bed. Treat everyone with 
kindness and compassion no matter 
what. Respect other’s feeling even 
when it seems silly, and trust me 
you will feel so good and so will the 
other person.

Online October 
Trivia Question

How many pumpkins 
are sold each year in 
the USA?

www.AMSTheHerd.info
All correct answers will be entered 

into a drawing for a $10 iTunes gift card! 
Entries must be submitted by the end of 
the school day on  October 24, 2014. If 
more than one correct answer is submit-
ted, all correct answers will be entered 
into a random drawing!

by Natalya  Kyler
Have you really wanted to help 

a foundation, but never had the time? 
Well, now you have to for English 
class! Each student must research a 
charity important to them and make 
a presentation all about it. Charities 
students have chosen in the past 
include Make a Wish, American Dia-
betes Association and so many more! 
The project will start in the middle 
of November. If your presentation is 
the best, then all money that you raise 
goes to your foundation that was 
supported in your presentation. The 
Western Pennsylvania Association of 
Professional Fundraisers will judge 
the presentations. They will be here 
to help us decide which fundraiser 
will be most effective for the charity. 
Seventh grade students will run the 
fundraiser that the WPAPF believes 
will be most effective. So, what are 
you waiting for? Get those gears 
turning in that head of yours and help 
your favorite charity!

Seventh Grade 
Projects Underway!

Meet The Herd staff by reading our bios 
on the website! 


