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 If you are in seventh grade 
or eighth grade then you know 
all about the Children’s Hospital  
auction! If this is your first year, 
don’t  miss out on a great event 
that lasts a whole school day, if 
we have enough donated items. 
Get ready for the auction! It will 
be on  December 23rd, so bring in 
items and money! 

If you want food that is being 
auctioned, then grab some friends 
and put your money together for 
a group! Make sure to bring in 
food, plushies or any other items 
that can be auctioned off.  This 
year added bonus will include the 
chance  to humiliate a teacher or 
simply spend a lunch with them 
with friends! Even if you don’t 

get anything, you still get to hang 
with friends while you listen to 
great songs! The more money you 
bring the better chance you have of 
getting the items that you want! In 
order for the auction to be a suc-
cess, we need tons of prizes for the 
auction! That’s where you come 
in! Make sure to bring in items 
for students and staff members to 
try to win! Be careful though, the 
teachers can  spend  money to try 
to win the best prizes too. Please 
remember that the real reason we 
do this is to raise money for the 
Children’s Hospital, thus the name 
of the event, the Children’s Hos-
pital  auction. So bring in money! 
But it’s not only for you, but for 
children who need everyone’s help!

Get ready for the auction! 
By Natalya Kyler

AMS clubs want 
y o u  t o  j o i n !

Are you interested in being 
a leader  and giving tours of our 
school to new people  and using 
your skills to create and appreci-
ate art? Addressing the concerns 
of natural environmental problems 
and helping create a magazine of the 
writings and pictures of our school? 
Getting involved in leadership ac-
tivities and events  and making a 
difference in the world and doing 
charities? Creating projects using 
technology, and writing articles 
to create a newspaper about every 
month of our school? Well, if you 
said yes to all of these or just one 
you can join one of the many clubs 

By Lexie Auth

continued on page 3
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 I feel powerful! I am a true 
leader! I lead the way on Christmas 
Eve! Not Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, or 
Blitzen.  Now I call the shots!(That’s 
right, I’m better than any of them!) 
Santa was definitely smart about who 
the best is. I’m sure all of the other 
reindeer who used to laugh and call 
me names are jealous now. Maybe 
they want a nose just like mine now. 
If I’m lucky, they will think I’m cool. 
Santa gives me most of the carrots, 
so I keep up my energy and eyesight. 
The droppings that come out of my 
butt always come out orange when 
I return to the North Pole and not 
all those letters that come here are 
for Santa, in fact, I am writing this 
because of all the letters I receive. It 
may sound as though I’m bragging, 
but it’s just informing my readers 
that I am fantastical! (Is that the new 
slang?) Anyway, if I am great, write 
a letter back and tell me all about it! 
I can’t wait to read about me. (and 
any questions you may have… about 
me, of course!)

Sincerely,
The best reindeer ever to fly in 

the night sky!(That’s right, I rhyme!)

Rudolph

A l e t t e r  f r o m 
R U D O L P H

The Rudolph letter was crafted by Natalya 
Kyler.

WHAT IF
 
What if Minecraft was how we lived?
What if a horse jumped over the sun?
What if cheetahs were as slow as a turtle?
What if we had super powers?
What if SCHOOL never existed?
What if Apple never made iPhones? 
What if stores sold what they are called?

 

If you have any ideas tell Caelan, Johnny or Roman.

by:
Caelan Habala

Johnny Cieslak
Roman Simkins



of Avonworth middle school. The 
paragraphs below will give a vivid 
description of the clubs that are 
known to be going on now or start-
ing up soon.

Ambassador Club- The Am-
bassador club welcomes new stu-
dents and guests to the middle 
school. Club activities include 
giving tours of our school to new 
students and helping them get ac-
climated to their new school. Mem-
bership is open to all middle school 
students.

 
Art Club- The Art Club exists 

to help students enhance their art 
skills and develop an appreciation 
of the arts. Club activities include 
individual and group projects such 
as school enhancement projects, as 
assigned by the art teacher. Mem-
bership is open to all middle school 
students.

 
Environmental Club- The 

Environmental Club works to ad-
dress concerns over the state of the 
natural environment both globally 
and locally. Students learn about 
our environment and develop ways 
to improve the natural environ-
ment. The main focus of the club is 
to maintain the recycling program 
in the middle and the high school. 
Other club activities could include 
the institution, promotion, and 
maintenance of a recycling program 
for the Avonworth community, the 
organization and completion of a 
school beautification project, or the 
organization of an Earth Day/Arbor 
Day celebration. The club also in-
vestigates environmental issues of 
local concern, such as the use of 
pesticides, land development, and 
deforestation. Membership is open 
to all middle school students.

Literary Magazine- The Lit-
erary Magazine exists to enhance 
the writing abilities of students. 
The club activity is the location of 
a middle school literary magazine. 
Membership is open to all middle 
school students.

Newspaper Club- The News-
paper Club exists to provide op-
portunities for improving creativity, 
leadership, teamwork, problem-
solving, communication, and orga-
nizational skills through reporting, 
writing, editing, and computer 
layout of the middle school newspa-
per. Club activities include weekly 
meetings on Tuesdays, publication 
almost every month, and distribu-
tion of the newspaper to all students, 
district faculty, staff, and school 
board members. Membership is 
open to all middle school students.

Student Ambassador- The 
Student Ambassador club was 
founded with the goal of giving 
students the opportunity to make 
a difference in the world while ex-
posing them to activities of interna-
tional significance. Mrs. Applegate, 
the sponsor of the club, is very 
excited for the upcoming local cof-
fee roaster, in December. For more 
information go to the website www.
buildingnewhope.org  This field 
trip is to help pack coffee while the 
profits support farmers in Nicaragua 
by paying them fair trade wages, 
which means giving them enough 
money to live and support their 
family. It also funds two schools 
in Nicaragua for poor and needy 
children. “When I was there most 
children didn’t have shoes to wear 
and they barely had enough food to 
eat for one meal,” Mrs. Applegate 
says. Another field trip that happens 
when in the Student Ambassador 

club is the World Affairs Project. 
You create a project on a specific 
topic and then you go to the World 
Affair Council of Pittsburgh,and 
you share your project and have a 
fun day full of lots of activities and 
learning.

Student Council-  Student 
Council provides an opportunity for 
middle school students to become 
involved in leadership activities to 
improve the school and community. 
Club activities include a variety of 
service projects for the school and 
community, including Children’s 
Hospital Auction in December; and 
sponsorship of several assemblies, 
dances, and activities to promote 
school spirit and student involve-
ment. Membership is open to stu-
dents with a 2.0 grade point average 
and good discipline and attendance 
records.

TSA- The Technology Student 
Association (TSA) is an organiza-
tion which promotes the use of 
technology, science, math, design, 
engineering, and public speaking 
outside of the classroom. Students 
create projects based on of spe-
cific activities in order to compete 
against students from other schools 
on regional, state, and national lev-
els. Some of these projects include: 
structural challenge (where students 
must build bridges), graphic design, 
video game design, RC car, Dragster 
Design, Prepared Speech, Extempo-
raneous Speech, and Environmental 
Challenge. TSA also provides stu-
dents with an activity to help them 
transition into high school, since 
TSA is available at both middle and 
high school levels. Often, currently 
high school students mentor middle 
school students with their projects, 
creating a collaborative working 
environment.
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P u f f 
M o b i l e s 

2 0 1 4 !
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K Y R A ’ S  L I B R A R Y
by Kyra Carlson

Maximum Ride 
Series 
 Max and the flock have 
wings. That’s right, wings!
When one of the flock’s precious 
members is taken captive by wolf-
men, the flock is determined to 
rescue her.
  But the wolf-men take her 
to the school. The last place the 
flock wants to go. 

The Warriors 
series
 Rusty has a nice life as a 
house cat. But he has always won-
dered what lay in the forest beyond 
his cozy home.
 When curiosity gets the best 

of him he ventures into the forest.
There he finds a young, wild cat.
The strange cats name is Graypaw.
When more wild cats show up 
Rusty begins to get nervous.
 What will they do to him 
and why are they here? Rusty 
finally decides to leave his home. 
When he follows the strange cats 
he finds he is more than far from 
home.
 The series is still being 
written as we speak. It is like the 
Magic Tree House. There are 
approximately 45 books and the 
author just keeps writing… so I’ll 
list the first three. You shouldn’t 
have any trouble finding the rest of 
the books: Into the Wild, Fire and 
Ice, Forest of Secrets.

Look for the 
submission box to 
add your addition 
to Kyra’s Library! 
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Follow The Herd!

@AMSTheHerd

Are you ready to learn the 
coolest magic trick and impress all 
your friends? Well you’ve come to 
the right place. Before you start you 
need to set it up. 

Step 1: Take the bottom three 
cards and turn them over. (conceal 
the bottom of the deck for now.)

Step 2: now spread out the 
cards and tell your friend, “Pick any 
card.” What’s the chance that they 
will pick the bottom card? 

Step 3: Tell them to not let you 
see their card.  As you tell them this 
their eyes will be looking at your 
face. at that moment turn the deck 
over so all the cards (but the cards 
you flipped over) are facing up. 

Step 4: Tell them to put their 
card back in the middle.

Step 5:  Now do a sequence of 
taps slaps and hits on the top card. 
Then show them the card and ask 
them if it is theirs. It won’t be theirs. 

Cool Magic Trick!
By Roman Simkins

Try this one more time. It still won’t 
be theirs. Then on your third try say “I 
gotta do something different.”

STEP 6:  DO new taps and then 
spread out the cards revealing that they 
are all flipped over. All the cards but... 
THEIRS!

 Have you ever wanted to 
make a teacher do something com-
pletely wacky in front of the whole 
middle school? Then bring in money 
before the 23rd! The fundraiser is 
called Embarrass an Educator. Mr. 
Bartolac, Mrs. White, Ms. Walbush, 
Mr. Katkich, and Mr. Hall, our own 
principal, only need to have stu-
dents bring in a total of $30 for that 
teacher to go up on stage during the 
Children’s Hospital Auction dressed 
in anything the students choose. If 
every teacher you can vote for has at 
least $30 in their jar, they all have to 
go embarrass themselves in front of 
students and the other faculty! If one 
of the teachers above is one you want 
to see get embarrassed, donate now! 
And don’t forget, you can donate 
more than once. Any amount can be 
taken. Why don’t we all try to donate 
money for every teacher available? 
The more the merrier, right?

Embarrass a 
teacher now!

by: Natalya Kyler


